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UKRAINE CRISIS

Johnson cites ‘dan

AP ® MO3COW

Brm-ﬁ Primg Migilster Baris
liarson sazd Thurs
wrii vy e gl
th |||-.~td-|n_‘r'nh n
Fiar Eurmoaper o deandess, while his
top diplamaat bl icy fafls with
her Moscow counterpart who
said the Kremlin winm | accept
lectures from the West

A they spoke, Ruwisn

+ held \\\I.I.pln!’ maneu-
north of Uk
Belarus, part of & buildup of
wmee 100,000 troops that has
ked Western fears of an
asion
WATOY b b stepped up
militiry deplaymients fo bolster
its eastern flank, with the US
sending tronps to Poland und
Romuni.. A British Royal Air
Force jot carmying 350 tronps
lapded Thetrscley {p Paland in
a e that followed Loadon
sending anti-tank missiles to
Ukraine to help boost its

ences,
“This isprohably the maost
ekt imoment, 1 wanll
wrvesif the next fiow
.I..n % i what i fhe bi
secriry crliks that Ear
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Jires Sttt
letter to Russian Forcign

I iyl

Minister Sergey Lasrov repeat-
ing an invitation to 4 series of
talks on improving Ewropein
security.

Lavrov set 1 stern tone for
his talks in Moscow with UK
Foreign Secretitey Liz Truss,
who again warned Russia that
ttacking its neighbour would
“have mussive consequences
and carry severe conly

She urged the Kremlin to
abide by international agree
ments that commit it to
respecting Ukraine's indepen-
dence and sovereignty.

Lavrov rejected Western wor-
ries about the Russian rruup
buildu;

UK ties have been budly
steained by the 2018 poisoning
of former’ Russian spy Sergei
Skripal in England and uther
tensions,

Russia sy« it has no plans
t invade Ukraine but wants the
Wt to keep Ukraine and other
farmer Soviet countries out of
NATQ. It also wants NATO to
refrain from deploying weapons
there and ol buck abliance
forces from Eastern Europe.
The US and NATO flatly reject
thee demands.

Truss reaffirmed a call for
Moscow ta pull back its traups,
while Lavrov rejected the
demand as i

shi
and noted that Moscow wnn't
stand for lectures,

‘Ideological \pproaches,
ultimatums and moralising isa
road to nowhere,” he said, not-
ing that his talks with Truw
murked the first meeting af the
cauntries’ top diplamats in
more than four years, Russia-

painted to Bri
military buildups in Eustern
Eutipe.

Thi demands ty vemeve
the Russian troops from the
Ruswian tirritiry cause regret,”
"We don't want to
nanyone. It's us who e
facing threats.”

Musspwilintam's tup diphe

d Rttaala ont Thiirs
e b over U
amil take the path of diploma
cy even as thousands of Rusian
troops engaeed in wweeping
1 Bdarian an pirt of
wiildup pesr Ukniine
elell Western fearsof
an inv bion.
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ultimitums and moralising is a

ek the frsl ereting of the
v ponbries lop diplomats in
more than four years

u has concentrated
mage than 10000 trikaps near
Ukraine's buorder wmd has
lsunched a series of militacy
muaneuvers in the region, but
says it kas fo plans to invade
ily neighbaur.
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Faitern Europe. The UK sml
NATO flatly rejece these
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mehedes the (leployment of
traops oo the territory of
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Diplomats meet in Moscow and
Berlin as Russian drills held

rusd b syfere” Lvrow sl

nian wipital is
boisaredd fsnst atrout 75 mles (47
milesd south of the Tutder
with Belarus, and the West
feared that Russia could use
Aelarmaiin termtory fo e
Ukraine. Russiz and Ukraine
Iave been lucked (d bitter
conflict since 2014, when
Ukraing’s Kremi

driven frum o '« by prideats,
Moscow annesnd Crintes wd
thun backed 4 separuiat insue
teney din the east of the coun
tryn The fighting hetwesn
Ritvals boicked rebaln andt
Ulerinian frces his Rilled
over LLKK peuple,

A 2015 peace deal brokered
by France and Germamy helped
end full-saale hostilities, bue
Frequeent sblrmishes lave zon-
tinued ik the ense line of
cantact dnd efforty to negotiate
i patitizs settlzment have
st (1|Eli
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Blinken says century will be
shaped by Indo-Pacfic region

AP & (ANBEARA

he United States remains
sed long-term on the
Irdes-Pacilic reglon les)
conwerms iner Bilan gt
sion foward the Ukraine; Us
Secrefary of State Aptony
Bilkkeny sabd oo Thrday,
Blinken is in the Australian

[
L1FOOBSLAITED
Bobleto 24T

Al "
Indo-Paciiic demacracie
weds oreated 1o cornter China's
vegfomal influence,

“There are a few other

—1
Yok may
, We bave o hitof
ith Gkraine amd
Rusdian aggression. We're
wurking 247 on that,
Plinken s in his first prch
lu_- address since arriving
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Paris police ban threatened

blockades by virus proteste

AP @ PARIS

arls police on Thursdiy
Bunned eoad blockalles
threatened by grotps enginis-
iy ol ggaia Covid-19
restriztionmin pord ipspiol by

sk o bl to
the Pari police
dipartment barned pratests
simied 1t “hlocking the capital”

freem Trislay through Manilay.
Pallee will putl meastres in

place to pentect rowds snd
detain vinlitors

L ]Io-p!l!,-u 1TsinL
hames and public health <
tres nent week, officials wid,
adding agnther tool to figl
[ast-Usvelpiing ainlinog e

The eomntry reparted
recoed 54,122 new coronavinum
e pry Thurshy, accsnding t
the Koeea Disease Comtrol and
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Prevention Agency, a 12-fold
increase from daily levels seen
in mid-January, when omi-

South Korea to roll out Novavax
covid-19 vaccine next week
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New inhaled vaccine provides

Toronto: An inhaled form of
Covid-19 vaccine developed
by scientists at McMaster
Univeraity in {inada can pro-
vide firoadds long-lasting pro-
tection against the SARS-CoV-
2 variants of concern, a pre-
clinical study has found.

The research, published
recently in the journal Cell,
shows the immune mecha-
nisms and significant benefits
of vaccines being delivered
directly into the respiratory

tract,rither than by tradition-
al injection.

Because inhaled vaccines
tanyet the lungs and upper air-
ways where resparatory virus-
es firateniter the hudy, they are
far more cffective at inducing
Lpmitective immune response,
the eese srehers aaid,

The study, which was con-
ducted on animal models, has
provided the critical proof of
concept to cnable a Phase |
clinical trial that is currently

broad protection against Covid

under way to evaluate inhaled
aermal vaccines in healthy
aifults who had already
received two doses of a

Covid-19 mRNA
vaccine.
The strategy was built

upon u robust tuberculosis
vaceine research programme
established by Zhou Xing, a co-
lead author of the study.
‘What we have discovered
from many years’ research is
that the vaccine detivered into

the urge induces il apund
protective respiratacy-macosll
limemunity. 4 propery the
infected wazcine s licking,
wald Xing, professor ut
Moo tmum:)

“We swanted, firss anil fiare-
mnt, fa desbgn 4 vaccind thar
wotkld work well againeg sy
varianl,” added the sudysco-
Jemid anthor Matthew Miller, ah

variants: Study

types of adimavirus platforms
for the waczine. The aden-
oviruses serve as vectors that
can ilediver vaeeine directly to
the fungs withoil causing il
ness themehes

'We can remuin ahead of
the virus with our vaccine
strategy. Current vaccines are
limited because they will need
to be updated and will always

aswogiate  professor ar be chasing rhe virus,
MeMavter. Miller.
Researches Lawir

S Korea’s ourgoing President
calls for US-North Korea ralks

Seoul-south Kanean Prevident
Moon lsz-in, in hiz final
mvpaiths in offlce, has cxpressed
concern over North Korea's
expanding weapons program
aiul the poasibility it could
eeviime mickear md long range
minile tests that would revive
fears of war in the region,

Renewed tensions between
Washington and Pyangyang
ave Been a major sethack for
Muinn, 2 dowlsh Tberalamd son
of northern war refugess wha
stakidd lyis slngle prestdyntial
Aegrrlam his iiatiod fr infer-
Korean rapprochement,

His written comments on

Wieely Ko asnd other topics
were pmvu.ln] Thursday to
The Asusc|ited Press iad ncher
news agencies. South Korea's
presidential election is in
Marzh, and Moo leaves office
In My alter werving o five-year
tegm. )

He called for a summit
between North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un and President Joe
Hiden 10 foiolve decp din:
agrermtents in exchanging the
release of crippling U 3-ded

sagctiarion -dm.Hh: North
the Narth's dlsarmament
steps.

AP

Canberrat An Avstrallan :r)
ageny eays it has disrgted o
foreign govemment's attempt
to [fegally bactkenlt] the election
of candidates who are polili-
cally sympathetic or vulnerable
to inducements.

Mike Burgess, direciory-
general of the Awstralian
Seeneity Intefligence
Chrganivation, did not slentify
thie entitry when he defivered

is annual security
threat E t on

Australian spy agency disrupts
foreign election interference

was federal or state. Australians
will vate for their national
government by May.

“This case involved a
wealthy individual who main-
tained direct and deep con-
nections with 1 foreign gov-

el M et g

emment and its
agencies,”
RIS

The wealthy “puppeteer”
prowideil an agent with hun-
druds of thousands of dollars to
find candid. who were

au?gess

Wednenday.
He also did not say
whelher the targeted election

either sympathetic or “vulner-
able lo inducements and culti-
vation,’ Burgess said, A
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